
2014-2015 TCTE Student Short Fiction Contest:  Electronic Information and Entry Forms

Dear Curriculum Leader and Toronto Council of Teachers of English (TCTE) School Contact(s),

Enclosed you will find information concerning our annual Student Short Fiction Contest.  By now, we hope you are quite familiar with this TCTE undertaking, and we continue to appreciate the encouragement and support that you give those students who express interest in this creative writing activity.

Please provide members of your department with information about the contest and share with them your enthusiasm for this opportunity.  Feel free to duplicate as much of the material as you require.

Among the following, please note the current rules for required electronic submission (identified by italics and an asterisk*).

1. A school may submit ten (10) entries to the contest.  If a school has more than ten quality stories, they may submit them, up to a maximum of 20, but must fulfill the judging requirements below (Item 3). It is greatly appreciated if you submit your school’s hard copy entries in a reusable Board envelope.

2*.  All entries must be submitted both in hard copy and electronically.  (Note:  a special dropbox has been created for the contest (see Rules).  Entries must be submitted to this dropbox to be valid.)  

3. A school submitting more than three entries to the contest must provide a judge to help with the evaluation of entries. Please note: the judge does not have to be an active teacher, or the teacher of the student entrants; the judge could be a retired teacher, one on parental leave, or an interested member of the community with a demonstrated competence (loosely defined) in appreciating fiction. 

We have now established the rule that schools submitting one, two, or three stories are not required to provide a judge, but are strongly encouraged to do so. 

If your school submits more than ten stories, it must appoint one more judge for each additional batch of five stories or less. For example, a school that submitted 18 stories would provide three judges.

(A judge will be expected to provide written on-line commentary on up to two sets of ten short stories each, to rank the stories in order of merit, and to suggest entries for the next level of judging. They will also be asked to attend an engaging day of debate [Judging Day—date TBA:  but it will be a Saturday in late March or early April] to decide on the winning stories. There is a general consensus among participants that this day is the best PD going!)

A further clarification regarding eligibility is outlined in Rule #7 (next page).  This is particularly important for semestered schools, and teachers are asked to take special note for students in Semester 2 this year.

Thank you once again for your support.  The TCTE is confident that the contest will continue to provide our young writers with an experience of true learning and growth.

Sincerely,

TCTE Student Short Fiction Contest Coordinators:

Marlene Bourdon-King,  retired from Malvern Collegiate Institute  (Lead)

416 222 6288    416 838 0010
marlene.bourdon-king@tdsb.on.ca
Renata Catenacci, Victoria Park CI


           Andrew D’Angelo, Sir John A. MacDonald CI               
416 395 3310    renata.catenacci@tdsb.on.ca      
          416 396 6793    andrew.d’angelo@tdsb.on.ca
Victoria Leigh, Humberside CI (Semester 1)                       Todd Light, Rosedale Heights School of the Arts  

416 393 8122  bictopia3@hotmail.com               
           416 393 1580   todd.light@tdsb.on.ca
(Please duplicate the following 3 pages and distribute to prospective TCTE contestants: 

Contest Description and Rules may be copied double-sided. Contest Entry Form should be single-sided.)

The Rules:  2014-2015

Note:  Entries which do not fulfill all of the following requirements by the contest deadline will be returned 

           without judging and will not be eligible for re-submission.

 Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced, on one side of plain 8 1/2" x 11" paper. 

[N.B. In the interests of the environment, students wishing to double-side their hard copy may do so.] 

Please use standard 12-point font with upper and lower case letters. 

The exact word count must appear at the end of the entry.  

Stories of fewer than 1000 and more than 2500 words are ineligible.  

Original typescripts must be entirely legible.  

    Make sure the student’s name and school DO NOT APPEAR on the stories (hard or

    electronic copies).

 Typescripts must be publication-ready (i.e. fully and carefully edited, ready for printing, with correct paragraphing, punctuation, dialogue formatting, grammar and spelling).
 Stories must be titled, with the title appearing on the first page.  DO NOT USE A TITLE PAGE.
      Pages must be numbered consecutively.  Make sure no by-line is included.
 An entry form must be completed and stapled to the hard copy entry. The hard copy of the story must be stapled in the top left-hand corner. Please do not use paper clips. Teachers are required to check off that students have complied with entry requirements BEFORE signing the entry form.
 The entrant's name or school must NOT appear anywhere on the contest typescript of the electronic or hard copy, but should appear only on the entry form and in the subject line of the electronic submission. 
 Only Toronto District School Board students, Grades 9-12 are eligible. However, stories written by students 

      in second semester (Feb.-June 2014) may be submitted to this year’s contest, even if they have since graduated.

 Only one entry will be accepted from each student. It must be an original, previously unpublished story.
 ONE hard copy of each entry must be submitted with ONE completed entry form, stapled to the original story copy.  *In addition, one identical electronic entry must be submitted by the deadline stated below. 

· Electronic submission of the entries must be received on the contest website no later than 
            11:59 p.m. on FRIDAY,  January 16th,  2015.  
         N.B. Go to the contest website www.tctess.weebly.com for submission details.

          *In the electronic submission, make sure that the subject line of the file begins with the school’s name,

            followed by story title, and then student’s full first and last names: 

            e.g. Toronto Secondary School_Title_First Name Last Name  

· Hard copy entries (with entry form) may be sent by Canada Post or Board Mail, or they may be delivered by hand to Renata Catenacci, Contest Co-ordinator, at Victoria Park Collegiate Institute (NE14) by 
            WEDNESDAY,  January 21st, 2015,  4 p.m.  Entries may NOT be faxed to the Contest Co-ordinator.
Mailing Address:              TCTE Short Fiction Contest
c/o Renata Catenacci

Victoria Park Collegiate Institute

15 Wallingford Road

      



North York, ON 
M3A 2V1

Both entry conditions must be completely satisfied; please note that electronic submission alone will not be valid.
The Twenty-Ninth Annual Student Short Fiction Contest

                        



    2014-2015
The Assignment

Entries must be original prose fiction, with a maximum of 2500 words and a minimum of 1000 words.  Poetry is not eligible.

The Awards

A number of entrants and their teachers will be invited to participate in our annual Authors' Day early in May, to share their stories and talk with other writers about writing.   Several published Canadian Fiction Authors will be also be guests, participating in the event.  Refreshments will be provided.  A number of finalists will be published in the annual contest booklet.  Prizes will be awarded to a number of outstanding stories.

The Judges

A panel of Toronto teachers, educators and community members will choose the finalists and the winning entries.  Judges will consider both content and style.  All entrants will receive comments from three members of the judging team.

The Rules

…may be found on the reverse      
The Toronto Council of Teachers of English

Twenty-Ninth Annual Student Short Fiction Contest

2014-2015

Entry Form (Submit ONE entry form with ONE hard copy of story)
(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY)

Last Name  ______________________________
First Name  __________________________________

Home Telephone Number _________________________ Age ______  Grade  ______    Gender  _______

E-Mail Address (accuracy and legibility important!)__________________________________________________________
Favourite Fiction Genre(s) ________________________________________________________________

Name of School ________________________________________________________________________

TDSB Route: (please circle)  NW    NE    SW    SE

Name of English Teacher  ________________________________________________________________

English Department Phone Number  ________________________________________________________

Name of Teacher / Judge Provided by Your School ____________________________________________

Judge’s Preferred E-Mail Address___________________________________________________________

Title of Entry ___________________________________________________________________________

Total Number of Words  _________________    (maximum 2500, minimum 1000)

Submission Checklist:  (Teachers: please check off to verify compliance before signing)

 ___No title page   ___Title tops 1st pg.   ___No name/identifiers on hard copy    ___ Pages numbered 

___ Double-spaced   ____Correct dialogue formatting  ___ Accurate word count at end of story
In the interest of the environment, stories may be copied double-sided.  Please submit ONE copy. Staple story in the top left-hand corner.

I certify that this entry is my own original,unpublished work.

______________________________  

__________

  

Student Signature  




                         Date

__________________________________________________



Teacher Signature

Please be aware that the Toronto Council of Teachers of English will not accept legal responsibility for the publication of plagiarized or copyrighted material.

